
In Remembrance of Joanne Main 

Chris Rivas has lifetime of 

serving people in the food indus-

try. From a fry cook as a teenag-

er, General Manager of a Chiliõs, 

owner of a Subway sandwich 

shop, to now in his 10th year as 

owner, with his wife Karen, of 

Station Grill on West Grand Ave-

nue next to the train tracks.  

Just before moving to this area 

Chris owned a Subway sandwich 

shop in Northridge. òI bought it in 

1992 and just when I got the 

numbers up the earthquake 

happened in 1994ó he said. òWe 

got hammered by the earth-

quake.ó The result of the after-

math had everyone leaving town. 

The gross sales dropped almost 

80%. òIt took me almost a year 

and a half to get the numbers 

back to previous to the earth-

quake,ó  Rivas said.  

Being close to family is what 

brought the Rivasõ here. òMy kids 

actually had their 

cousins in the 

same school 

here, something 

we didnõt have 

down south,ó he 

said.  

As soon as the 

sale of his sandwich shop closed 

he drove up and down Grand 

Avenue looking for potential sites 

to begin a new endeavor. As he 

drove by the location at Grand 

Avenue and the railroad tracks 

he noticed Brad Forde in the dirt 
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òthe mission of the Grover Beach 

Chamber of Commerce is to 

enhance the well-being of its 

residents and visitors by being 

the catalyst for professional 

leadership in the development 

and promotion of the local busi-

ness communityó 

Since 1961 

about her and  we  care about  

her  family.ó 

Main participated 

in the Friends of 

the Libraryõs Atas-

cadero: Dancing 

with our Stars in 

March 2010. She 

danced the Tan-

go, which she 

learned expressly 

for the fundraiser. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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   òShe was phe-

nomenal in the job 

she did for the 

chamber,ó past 

chairman Jack 

P o r t e r  s a i d . 

òAll of the board 

and the staff are 

here to support the 

family,ó immediate 

past chairman 

Donn Clickard 

added. 

òWe love her and we care 

lot driving in stakes to begin 

construction on the new building. 

òSomething inside me told me to 

go talk to him,ó Chris said. òI 

asked him what he was building 

and he  

( 

said, ôWhat do you 

wantõ and thatõs 

where it all start-

ed.ó 

òWe were able to 

custom build the 

restaurant to my desired specifi-

cations, and being only 30 feet 

away from the railroad tracks 

made creating the name a no-

brainer,ó he said.  

(Continued on page 3) 

 
The 

Chamber Insider 

A beloved Atascadero leader, 

Atascadero Chamber of Com-

merce CEO and President Joanne 

Main, died Tuesday morning after 

emergency surgery Monday 

night.  

òI worked with Joanne very 

closely,ó past chamber chair-

woman Barbie Butz said. òI just 

canõt believe it.ó 

In addition to her work for the 

chamber, Main also was a mem-

ber of the Rotary Club of Atas-

cadero and served as the clubõs 

president from July 1, 2008 to 
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 Chamber Insider 

The 

ñNot to know at large of 
things remote  

From use, obscure and sub-
tle, but to know  

That which before us lies in 
daily life,  

Is the prime wisdom.ò 
 

John Milton  

 The Annual Installation Dinner 

was a great success and I must 

say I am very pleased to have 

been honored with the title of 

Grover Beach Chamber of Com-

merce Chair.  I actually have 

enjoyed my òactiveó membership 

for the past 3+ years although I 

have been a member for over 20 

years.  I have watched our mem-

bership grow at a rapid rate.  I 

contribute this to the great 

Message From 

Your Chair 

changes our Chamber has been 

making along with a wonderful 

President/CEO, Linda Garcia, 

who is always coming up with 

ways to make us successful.  

I am going to enjoy working 

side by side with the wonderful 

volunteers who work tirelessly for 

our community and businesses 

on the events each year:  Our 

Poker Tournament is March 20th; 

we have added two Bingo Tour-

naments with dates yet to be 

determined, Fireworks Fundrais-

er June 28th-July 4th, Stone Soup 

August 27th & 28th, and the Golf 

Tournament Sept 17th.  We in-

tend to include other events to 

be announced during the year. 

By Linda McClure 

Rabobank 

City of Grover   

Beach 

Peter & Carol Keith  
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~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 
 

Rita Canclini 
Higher Groundz 

 
Skip Kautz  

Kautz Chevron 
 

Ron Carlock 
Ronüs 

 
Karen Randall  
Minerüs Hardware 

 
Sara Schaefer 
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Regina Sheldon 
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
 

City Liaison, Kathy Petker 
Parks & Recreation  

Director 

The fact of the matter is that 

Grover Beach is awakening and 

we have a great future ahead of 

us.  We continue to look for ways 

to enhance our business commu-

nity and will continue to work 

hard for them and the residence 

of our community. 

I am looking forward to the 

next year and all that is in store.  

With a great Board of Directors, 

Ambassadors, volunteers, Presi-

dent Circle, an experienced Presi-

dent/CEO and you, we can only 

help make 2011 one of the best 

this town has seen in years. 

americanps@msn.com ʳ 

 
Classes Start Feb. 7 at Cuesta College  

South County Centers 

 

 

Thereõs still time to register for spring classes 

at Cuesta Collegeõs South County Centers. The 

15-week, evening classes start February 7 at 

Arroyo Grande and Nipomo high schools. 

 

Biology, business, criminal justice, drama, Eng-

lish, math, ESL and work experience classes 

ranging from .5 to 3 credits are just some of 

the offerings still available at the South County 

Centers. The spring semester will run through 

May 20.  

 

For more information on classes and registra-

tion, visit Cuesta.edu or call (805) 474-3913. 
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Volunteer At Your  

V Be an active part of your com-

munity 

V Support local businesses 

V Help as little or as much as you 

want 

V Volunteer your skills today! 

Grover Beach Chamber 
Find us on Follow us on 

The goal has always been to be 

a family restaurant with home-

style cooking. They started with 

only lunch and dinner but after a 

few years the customers de-

manded they 

add break-

fast. On the 

w e e k e n d s 

the break-

fast crowd is 

often larger 

than the 

d i n n e r 

crowd.  

The under-

lying mission statement for them 

has been to, òServe to our cus-

tomers what we would serve to 

our family,ó says Rivas.  

òI am the luckiest guy in the 

world,ó Chris said. òEven though I 

work over 60 hours a week, I get 

to come to work with my wife, 

and this I thoroughly enjoy.ó 

Before the move here Karen 

worked as a Program Manager 

for Lockheed and IBM in Bur-

bank. Chris feels that the both of 

them work well together because 

they each bring different skills to 

the business. Karen is great with 

the computers and behind the 

scenes numbers while Chris 

works with the details of the front 

of the house with employees, 

menu management, customer 

(Continued from page 1) service, and ordering.  

Over the last few years they 

have seen several new food ser-

vice businesses come to their 

area of Grand Avenue. Chris 

doesnõt look at it as competition 

as much as an 

opportunity to 

bring people 

to this portion 

of Grover 

Beach. This 

can be good 

exposure.  

If you are 

looking for 

h o m e-s t y l e 

cooking with a 

clean and comfortable setting, go 

see Chris and Karen at Station 

Grill.  

(Station Grill, Brad & Karen Rivas) 

Happy Valentine ôs 

The chamber held its annual 

dinner and awards dinner on 

Saturday at the Pavilion on the 

Lake. Attendees and speakers 

said how much they missed Main 

not being present at the annual 

event. Chuck Braun took over as 

board chair from Clickard. 

Main and her husband, David, 

moved to Atascadero in the early 

1980s and their children, Jessica 

and Chris, attended Atascadero 

schools. Jessica and her hus-

band, Harry Hamilton, have one 

daughter, Camille, with a second 

child on the way. 

Main had struggled with diver-

ticulitis, which is when a divertic-

ula in the digestive tract be-

comes inflamed or infected, for 

the last two years, her son-in-law 

said.   

She went into the hospital 

Sunday night because she wasnõt 

feeling well. òShe had been re-

covering rather well from her 

surgery,ó Hamilton said. òLast 

week she started feeling bad 

again.ó 

On Monday, she went into sur-

gery for a section of her colon to 

be removed. Hamilton said she 

swelled up from the infection and 

(Joanne continued from page 1) that stopped her heart. The next 

day, hospital staff performed CPR 

on her for 30 minutes. Hamilton 

said she died from complications 

from the surgery. 

Main has been the head of the 

chamber since January 2000. 

According to the city of Atas-

cadero, Main was a former staff-

er of the San Luis Obispo Cham-

ber when she took over the helm 

of Atascadero from Micki Ready-

Molina.  

In January 2000, Main said her 

immediate goals were to in-

crease the chamberõs member-

ship and add new services. 

In the time that Main has been 

the top chamber official, she has 

increased the number of staff to 

three employees in addition to 

herself. The chamber staff in-

cludes Pat St. Clair, office man-

ager; Joyce Stewart, member 

services, and Maryann Dens-

friend, member services. 

Services are pending. In lieu of 

flowers, the family requests that 

donations be made in Mainõs 

name at Santa Lucia Bank.   

 

Courtesy of: 

The Atascadero News;   

BY: Heather Young  

 

Brad Evans 


